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D. Computer Drawn
D.2. Design and Envelope
D.2.d. Embracing Entires

This is the First topographical map by Anon E. Mouse. It took days to draw this early
“entire” cachet with a computer mouse.

The cachet was planned for the Nevada Stamp Study Society show NEVPEX 99 timed to
coincide with the 33-cent California Gold Rush stamp First Day of Issue. The map shows the
most likely route taken by pioneers and gold seekers if they decided to cross Nevada (then
part of the Utah Territory) to get to California.
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e == The map was intentionally

designed without a strong central
California Gold Rush focus. It was meant to be the
150th Anniversary P 2 backgropnd for this plct.orlal cancel,
P also designed by the artist.
Nevad :
St(;‘;f)pa L e : SECOND DAY OF ISSUE:
Study Gold Route Station Unfortunately, well after the cancel
Society 1999 was submitted to the USPS, it was
NEVPEX '99 = ‘p\ June 18, 199 discovered that NEVPEX would not
&“\\?\_\\ Reno, NV 89502 actually start until the day after the Gold

Rush FDOI. The date on the cancelling
stamp had to be changed.




D. Computer Drawn
D.2. Design and Envelope
D.2.d. Embracing Entires

First Day of lssue

- MINNE

Whether or not there were stamps in the cachet, it took time to fully embrace the idea of
using the entire envelope for a cachet.
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State insect, animal, bird, flower, fruit, tree, & fish




D. Computer Drawn
D.2. Design and Color
D.2.e. Text Border or Background

Year of the Tiger

Feb 14, 2010 to Feb 2, 2011

'8661 ‘9861 '7L61 '2961 '0G61 'BEET ‘9261 :SU0A

2010, 2022, 2034

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

Chinese Feng Shui says
the Narcissus flower
brings good luck for the
next 12 months if it
blooms during the Year of
the Tiger celebration.

Two of 12 cachets made for the second Lunar New Year series using the same style of
border text to frame the graphic for each different animal. Text positioned in MS Publisher.

Year of the Boar

Feb. 5, 2019 to Jan. 24, 2020
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JANUARY [7, 2013 | HOUSTON, TX 77074

The Earth Pig is sincere, good
natured, and honest. Not territorial
like the dog or rooster. Smart and
easy-going describes this pig who
likes his passenger and flowers.




D. Computer Drawn
D.2. Design and Color
D.2.e. Text Border or Background

THOMAS WOLFE 4% (&)
1900-1938 3 FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
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In Microsoft Publisher, it is possible to create a background of text and convert it to an
image. Other images, drawn in the Windows accessory Paint can layer over the text.
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D. Computer Drawn
D.2. Design and Color
D.2.e. Text Border or Background

Next time you're found, with your chin o
There's a lot to be learned, so look arquf}

Just what makes that little old anjp
Think he'll move that rubber tred
Anyone knows an ant, can't . -
' D e o e s AR B
Move a rubber tree plant. o = e

= ke
But he's got hight hopes, he's got hlgltﬁg'r DAY OF ISSUE
He's got high apple-pie-in-the-sky hop¥AY 13, 2008jyLAG HEIGAS, NV 8914
Frank Sinatra

So any time you're gettin' low memory
'Stead of lettin’ go from the 1950s:
Just remember that ant --

Oops, there goes another rubber tree plant!

When troubles call, and your back's to the wall
There's a lot to be learned, that wall could fall.

Once there was a silly old ram
Thought he'd punch a hole in a dam. o

No one could make that ram scram, \b\
He kept buttin' that dam,

These 1959 “High Hopes™ song lyrics were a popular hit for Frank Sinatra. The only way to
include them all was to make the cachet overflow to the back of the envelope.

‘Cause he had high hopes, he had high hopes
He had high apple-pie-in-the-sky hopes.

So any time you're feelin' bad
+59tead Qﬁz_‘_\f}@ﬁﬁ¢50d
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hey' Il B iES e soom O
They're just bound to go pop --
Oops, there goes another problem kerplop!

; ﬁll problems, ane just a toy balloon
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D. Computer Drawn
D.2. Design and Color
D.2.f. Stamp Theme Word Play

Dragon Theme

DRAGON FRUIT

g

L Al)isoptera

The August 9, 2018, Dragons issue invited wordplay fun with a stamp
subject theme. Cynthia illustrated an insect, a plant, a fruit, and a giant lizard
because they have “dragon” in their names.

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

DRAGONS

COLUMBUS, OH 43216 & AUGUST 9, 2018

SNAP DRAGON

FOREVYERUS A

k.

C. Sealt




D. Computer Drawn
D.2. Design and Color
D.2.g. Stamp Concept Problem

Holiday Nutcrackers

©2007 USPS

The artist could not figure out how a nutcracker opened to accept a nut and where.
And what about a lever to apply pressure to the nut? The guessed-at design was all
wrong. Anon E. Mouse nutcrackers crack their nuts from the backs of their heads
instead of inside their mouths.

Holiday
Nuterackers

Celebrate the Season




E. Mouse Cousin Cachets
E.1. Anita’s Photos

The first Anita Mouse Photo Cachets were inspired by the
Early TV Memories pane of 20 stamps issued August 11,
2009. They reminded the artist of her childhood, which
was so long ago that she felt it was safe to publicly share
photos from that time.

The Lone Ranger and his horse Silver are on one of the
six stamps selected for this new line of cachets. Kids in
the 1950s often played “Cowboys and Indians,” and
dressed in those roles for Halloween.

This is the original photograph which was scanned to
digital JPEG format for insertion in the cachet. The
blonde American “Indian” princess did not have a doeskin
dress; she suffered in burlap instead.

Halloween
1951, Cindy
& brother
Eric:

My burlap
costume was
itchy!

HE LONE RANGER ™

200

T T N~ ST

Remembering Early TV

Programs for Kids

Not Really

Alone
What about Tonto?

The Anita Mouse left-side and bottom border was used for four other cachets with different
photos and the stamps featuring: Howdy Doody, Lassie, Hopalong Cassidy, and Kukla, Fran,

and Ollie.




E. Mouse Cousin Cachets
E.1. Anita’s Photos

All but one of the Early TV stamps had the same Anita Mouse border design. This one is
different. It suggests the studio setting where the Red Skelton Show was filmed.

Remembering Early TV:
This funny face often A Favorite
reminds me ofa TV Funny Face

comedian | enjoyed in
the 1950s and 60s.
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Both portrait photos of Cynthia’s husband were taken in 1998 while she was enrolled in a
photography class at the University of Nevada Reno. The train photo is his. taken in 1989.
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Restored Virginia & Truckee
Engine #25. Tom’s photo circa
1989, Virginia City, Nevada




E. Mouse Cousin Cachets
E.1. Anita’s Photos

This is the Anita Mouse left-side border created for singers Gene Autry and Roy
Rogers on the “Cowboys of the Silver Screen” stamps issued April 17, 2010. It
is a cowhand’s rope looping alongside music notes.

"Home on the Scale,"” 1937

My mom played Cowboy Music at
church, PTA, and school events
when she was twelve.

222 OF THE % &« &

SILVER SCREEN ¥

(ST O GP SRR - TR 17, 10 « CRARHDMACITY, B T3
I B S EEREERERESESENEN]

Sy _ e - L R
) : She kept her buffalo chaps and leather ‘QSQ“C
% & wrist shields a long time. My brothers

R RS |

<. and I used them for Cowboy dress up. S‘\“%\“ C. Seat

Text added in MS
Publisher app.

Cynthia’s mother
(left side) had
finished her third
year of violin
training when
this photo was
taken for the
National Institute
of Music & Arts
and published in
Junior NIOMA
Musician news in
January 1937.




E. Mouse Cousin Cachets

E.2. Indy’s State History

After reading the book Indiana’s 200, 1816-2016: T) he People Who Shaped
the Hoosier State, by Linda Gugin and James St. Clair, Cynthia was inspired
to begin a new line of cachets honoring such people. Especially ten of the
forty women featured in the book. The timing was perfect to pair these
cachets with the Indiana Bicentennial Statehood issue of June 7, 2016.

The Indy Mouse logo includes a pair of scissors to indicate the use of clip art.

LJ.»: RN LX

Women of Indiana @;M%

]

K002, K FOREVER

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

Lillian Moller Gilbreth
1878-1972

Time-and-motion researcher, industrial
psychologist and engineering consultant
whose work predates ergonomic studies.

Indiana Statehood

1816-2016
C. Sestt

To set off the portraits of the ten chosen women, Cynthia created a border featuring the state
flag and the state bird, a Cardinal. She planned to use this border style for future issues by
adapting to any dimensional variations in rectangular clip art.




E. Mouse Cousin Cachets

E.2. Indy’s State History

Image from the Indiana
State Museum. Visit their
annual ‘Celebration
Crossing Exhibit” from
late November through
December-.

This animated scene is one of
many shown in L.S. Ayres &
Company department store
windows, popular in Indianapolis
1874 to 1992.

Indy design numbers 11 and 13 of thirteen made as of September 2017.

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE ——
REVEREND FATHER

Theodore
HESBURGH,csc

FR. TED HESBURGH
FOREVER USA

Theodore Hesburgh Library is the primary
building of the University of Notre Dame's
library system. Father Theodore Hesburgh,
C.S.C., served as the university's president
from 1952 to 1987. —Wikipedia, 2017.

C. Sealt




F. Creation of Website

The Technology part of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) became part of
the cachet making tool kit after Cynthia took three university courses about developing web
sites. She used XHTML coding and Java Script to create the Anon E. Mouse Cachets site.

[ s | Anon E. Mouse Cachets
j { Ornginal art on collectible First Day Covers

[ Home | EbCs | wsts | tobby | History |

AEM Home

You found &non E Mouse Cachets, 3 ine of first day covers started in 1951 that Partial screen shot

always has a mouse in the cachet. First day covers provide an entertaning and

educatioral haoby for peap'e of all backgrounds. Welcome to a mouse-sized piece of Of the home page

that world .
at web site.

Recent Decade Cachets

See the first day covers I produced in 2011 and 2013, 2013-14, 2015 and 2016,
2017, 2018, and 2018,

- Older, Handmade Cachets
1 still have a few hand-drawn or hand-colored covers of each design from my

eariest production years. See trese on the 1982 page, the 1883 and 1934 page,
and the 1585-1588 page.

TECHNOLOGY STEM

Education | 0

SN EDuCATION

<p>Textin a

g'-on, 0C 20066
paragraph.</p>

100011110010

Networks

sddy auoyd

C. Sea¥t

This cover has one of four stamps issued April 6, 2018, lauding the elements of STEM
education. There are different cachet designs for each of the other three stamps in the set.



F. Creation of Website
F.1. Promoting Hobby

Aner E Mouse loge

Site Map
N

&

Explore the glcbal views.

Feedback Form

Hew was your wisit?
Commants are welcome.

Email or Write
v
G
Cynthiz Scotz
4505 Chapel Drva

Columbus IN 47202
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Anon E. Mouse Cachets

Original art on collactible First Cay Covers

Home | EDCs | Lists | Hobby | History |

What is a First Day Cover?

"FDC” means First Day Cover. FOCs are special envelopes collected by stamp
collectors who want more than just stamps. This envelope illustrates the parts of &
first day cover: a cachet, a stamp, ard a carce!l. Wher vou ciick or those
elements, a short glossary of coliecting terms appears.

What to Collect
There s ro right or wrong way to col'ect first day covers, Scme peop'e collect with

Mhn cmbanbian af avk libina <k cammocbibaca sk camma b aad feamma baaie faviamda

The Hobby page of the
web site promotes First
Day Cover collecting.
Image mapping code
provides an explanatory
label when the viewer’s
mouse hovers over the
cachet, the stamp, or the
postmark on the
illustrated cover.

Partial screen shot
of the hobby page
at web site.

Walker Evans photographed a variety of
subjects for the FSA, always striving to
maintain aesthetic and craft standards.

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

‘Walker Evans (1903~197¢) found
i ce and

turned documentary photogra-
phy into an art form. Made
during the summer of 1936, his
now classic photographs of three

their homes, and
published in the eloquent book
Let Us Now Praise Famous Men—
are emblematic of how we have
come to visualize the austerity of
| the Great Depression.

s ;
*Window Display, Bethlehem, PA,

Nov., 1935. Gelatin silver print. Library of
Congtess, Washington, D.C. 5 C Seotd

*Scanned photograph used by permission from Abbevile Press, copyrights 1984, 1989, and 1997.

Library of Congress
“Washington, D.C.

:‘ ‘Walker Evans 1903-1975
i

This is the cover scanned and inserted on the web page above. It honors Walker Evans,
one of 20 famous photographer stamps issued June 13, 2002. Only the camera tripod was
computer drawn by the cachet maker. The left side image was scanned from a book on
the history of photography.



F. Creation of Website
F.2. Cachet History

The Evolution of Anon E Mouse Cachets

e Map

N Collectors are often curious about creative steps in the cachet prc;duction pr?cess,
Exhibitors want to know something about the person who made the covers they .

3 display. Scholars of FDC history also appreciate details about cachets and the people The HlS‘[OI'y page of the web
who made them. . d b h h

e global view. I began making cachets for first day covers in 1981. Cachet making has been an site describes how the

ack Form avocation, squeezed in between more pressing life events. Over the past thirty-eight

. years I have produced 382 different Anon E Mouse designs. This page tells how my cachetmaker ﬁrSt began
{I 2 designs and reproduction methods evolved. k FDCS V.S.t
2 makxin . VISIIOrS Can

How to Make More Than One X g ) j

sayrzu‘:vllsﬂrz‘e Here are my earliest reproduction methods, in the order I began using them. All still Cth on four llnkS Coverlng

o required hand colering with pencils. Linked words take you to a three-page PDF Py
or Write document that illustrates samples and describes the process. productl()n methods used

from 1981-1993. One of
four designs illustrated in

&

13 SCott
1apel Drive 0 g
18N 47203 link D is shown below.
Lightbox
i
,2"}.4"?,,5;3;‘2 = A. Traced the original by pressing on carbon paper, First Cachets Partial screen shot
B. Traced the original over a loaf pan and night light, Desert Cacti of the history page

C. Traced the orginal over a home-made wooden light box, Two Presidents

on website.
D. Photocopied black and white drawings, Legends of American Music

egends of
\ mar'\can

—

HYTHM & BLUES SINGER, 1924-1963

CELEBRATIONS

SANTA MONICA, CA 4

RHYTHM & BLUES SINGER, 1941-

oﬁs nmmjﬁ

This is one design created for the Legends of American Music series in 1993. The fourth web
link (D) of those mentioned above shows how the artist used a combination of hand drawing
and photocopying to an envelope template, followed by hand coloring, to produce this FDC.



F. Creation of Website
F.2. Cachet History
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3 HOLIDAY &%
't TWREATHS ™,

Freeport, ME 04032
October 25, 2019

In the upper left corner,
two people can be faintly
seen in the window: the
cachetmaker and her
husband.

At the end of 2019, upon realizing
that a third series of Lunar New

Year stamps would be issued over
the next 12 years, Cynthia decided
to retire from making cachets on a

regular basis.

Her website remains active to sell
existing covers with no new

cachets advertised.

A summary of cachet lines
offered on the website:

Description

Logo Sample

Anon E Mouse came on the scene in
1981. See the complete List of Anon E
Mouse cachets, organized by year of
production.

In 2009, I started a new line of cachets
so that I could feature old family photos
when a stamp subject called them to
mind. See the first six on the Anita
Mouse home page.

Indy Mouse enjoys searching for public
photos and clip art that will go well with
Indiana-related stamp issues,

Anon E Mouse is buried by covers. Help
us out and buy some overstock
packets. See the purple page for great
bargains.




